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The system, too, prevented the rise of any single
man or board that could challenge comparison with
the King by reason of its ascendancy in any great
function of government. Even Cocceji appeared to
the people merely as a royal commissioner appointed
to accomplish a definite mission.

Corruption on any great scale was impossible.
The public accounts passed under so many eyes that
the King of Prussia could never, like Charles VI., be
deprived of three-fourths of his revenue before it
reached the exchequer. It was useless to bribe
Frederick's ministers to betray him, for they had not
the power. They were there to give him information
and to obey his behests* He seldom asked them for
advice. " Good counsel does not come from a great
number," was his maxim. Newton, he maintained,
could not have discovered the law of gravitation if he
had been collaborating with Leibnitz and Descartes.
As Minerva sprang armed from the head of Jupiter,
so must a'policy spring from the head of the prince.

Frederick, therefore, admitted no man or body
of men as his colleague, in the work of govern-
ment. The officers of the Directory, Justice, and
Foreign Affairs were not allowed to form a conclave
which might meddle with questions of general wel-
fare. As a body they were wont to appear before
the King only once a year. As individuals they
seldom communicated with him save in writing.
The ministers of Foreign Affairs had not even the
privilege of writing about all of the important
matters which fell within the scope of their depart-
ment. Their master kept the conduct of weighty